Housing of the Working Classes 
(Ireland) Bill. 



ARRANGEMENT OF CLAUSES. 


Clause. 

1. Provision of funds for loans. 

2. Extension of period of repayment of loans. 

3. Removal of limitation on borrowing powers. 

4. Re-borrowing to pay off loans. 

5. Application of dormant portion of Irish Suitors’ Fund to the 

purposes of Housing Acts. 

6. Appropriation of portion of Irish Quit Rent Fund to 

housing purposes. 

7. Creation and application of Irish Housing Fund. 

8. Orders of Local Government Board to have effect of Act. 

9. Exercise of housing powers outside district. 

10. Leases by local authority for building working class houses. 

11. Remission and abatement of rates in certain cases. 

12. Amendment of law as to closing and demolition orders. 

13. Power to recover cost of demolition. 

14. Arbitration as to acquisition of land under Part Three of 

53 & 54 Viet. c. 70. 

15. Amendment of Lands Clauses Act, 1845. 

16. Title of Act. 

17. Interpretation of terms. 

18. Commencement of Act. 

19. Extent of Act. 
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A 

BILL 

TO 

Provide further facilities for the erection of Houses for a.d. 1908. 
the Working Classes in Cities and Towns in Ireland. — 

T)E it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, hy and 
’ with the advice and consent of the lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows:— 

5 1* * (1) In addition to the powers of investment authorised hy Provision of 

the Savings Banks Acts the Commissioners for the Reduction of the funds for 
National Debt may, out of the moneys hy section nineteen of the ^ oatls ' 
Trustee Savings Banks Act, 1863, directed to be invested by them, f 
or out of any moneys under their control on deposit on account of 
10 Post Office Savings Banks in Ireland , from time to time make to the 
Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland advances by way of loan, 
for the purposes of the Housing of the Working Classes Acts, as 
defined by this Act , to an amount not exceeding in the whole the 
sitm of five million pounds, at such rate of interest (not exceeding 
15 two pounds ten shillings per cent, per annum) as the Treasury may 
determine. 

(2) Out of such moneys so advanced as aforesaid the said 
Commissioners of Public Works, on the application of any local 
authority and (subject to the provisions of section four of this 
20 Act) on the recommendation of the .Local Government Board, 
shall make any loan to such authority in pursuance of any powers 
of borrowing conferred by the Housing of the Working Classes 
Acts as defined by this Act, for the purposes of the said Acts 
as so defined, on the security of any rate applicable to such 
2o purposes, and at such rate of interest as aforesaid. 

2 — (1) The maximum period which may be sanctioned as Extension of 
the period for which money may he borrowed hy a local authority P eriod ot 
for the purposes of the Housing of the Working Classes Acts as ° f 
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defined by this Act shall be eighty years, and as regards money 
so borrowed eighty years shall be substituted for sixty years in 
section two hundred and thirty-eight of the Public Health 
(Ireland) Act, 1878, and the Public Works Commissioners shall, 
out of any moneys transferred to them under section one of this 5 
Act, make advances by way of loan to any local authority for 
the said purposes for such period (not exceeding eighty years) 
as may be sanctioned. 

(2) The local authority shall not be required, during the 
two years immediately following the exercise of any borrowing 10 
powers .for the purposes of the said Acts, so defined as aforesaid, 
to pay off any portion of the principal moneys so borrowed 
by them, or to pay any money into a sinking fund for the 
redemption thereof. 

3. Money borrowed for the purposes of the Housing of the 15 

Working Classes Acts as defined by this Act, whether borrowed 
before or after the passing of this Act, shall not be reckoned as 
part of the debt of the local authority for the purpose of the 
limitation on borrowing contained in section two hundred and 
thirty- eight of the Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1878. 20 

4. In addition to any existing powers of borrowing for the 
purposes of- the Housing of the Working Classes Acts, a local 
authority may, from time to time, without any consent of the 
Local Government Board, during the period which was fixed for 
the discharge of any loan raised by them under the said Acts, 25 
borrow on the like security such amount as may be required 
for the purpose of paying off the whole or any part of such 
loan, or if any such loan has been repaid otherwise than by 
capital money, for re-borrowing the amount so repaid, and for 
the purpose of this section the expression “ capital money ” shall 30 
be deemed to include any instalments, annual appropriations, and 
sinking fund, and proceeds of the sale of land or other property, 
but does not include money previously borrowed for the purpose 

of repaying a loan. 

5. — (1) The Bank of Ireland shall, out of the fund of suitors 35 
in the Supreme Court, upon the order of the Lord Chancellor, pay 

to (lie Commissioners of Public AVorks, for the purposes of the 
Housing of the Working Classes Acts as defined by this Act, the 
principal sum of three hundred and seventy thousand pounds. 

(2) The said principal sum shall be invested by the said 40 
Commissioners in any securities in which trustees are authorised 
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by the Irish Land Act, 1903, to invest trust moneys, and the A.D. 1908, 
annual income of such investments shall be applied in the manner 
directed by this Act. 

(3) If it happens that the cash standi ag to the credit of the 
5 account of the suitors of the Supreme Court is at any time 

reduced to a sum not sufficient in the opinion of the Treasury to 
meet the demands upon it, then the Treasury shall advance out of 
the consolidated fund or the growing produce thereof such sum as 
they may think necessary , not exceeding in the whole the amount of 
10 cash advanced from the fund in pursuance of this section. 

(4) The expressions “the fund of suitors of the Supreme 
Court ” and “ the Lord Chancellor ” shall have the same meanings 
respectively as in the Eour Courts Library Act, 1894. 

0. — (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Civil List Appropria- 
15 Act, 1901, it shall be lawful for the Treasury from time to time t [”“ of Irish 
to direct and authorise the Commissioners of His Majesty's Woods , Quit Rent 
Forests , Land Revenues , Works, and Buildings to pay to the fusing P ur- 
Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland, out of the produce of poses. 
the hereditary land revenues , woods , and forests of the Crown in 
20 Ireland under the management of the said first-mentioned Com- 
missioners an annual sum not exceeding in the whole the sum of 
twenty-live thousand pounds to be applied for the purposes of the 
Housing - of the Working Classes Acts as defined by this Act. 

(2) The word “produce” in this section shall mean the 
25 income derived directly from the hereditary land revenues, woods, 
and forests of the Crown in Ireland, as well as the interest on 
any sums received or to be received in respect of the capital of 
the land revenues of the Crown in Ireland and invested at any 
time after the passing of this Act. 


gQ rf \ (1) The income of the investments directed by section Creation and 

five of this Act and the annual. sum mentioned in section six of Jfgg*” 
this Act shall form, and are in this section referred to as, “ the Housing 
Irish Housing Fund.” iimiL 

(2) Twenty-five pounds per cent, of the total amount of the 
85 annual charge payable in each local financial year in respect of 

advances made for the purposes of the Housing of the Working 
Glasses Acts- as defined by this Act shall he paid out of -the 
Irish Housing Fund. 

(3) Any portion of the Irish Housing Fund which in any 
4,0 financial year is not required for the purposes of the Housing 

[6.j A 2 
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A.D. 1908. 0 f the Working Classes Acts shall he accumulated and may be 
applied in any subsequent year for those purposes. 

LocdGo — (1) Up° n the confirmation, of any order made by the 

vermnent" Local Government Board under Part One or Part Two of the Act 
Weff* ° f 1890 aS amended or emended by any subsequent Act or by this 5 
of Act 0 * 1 Act > or where an order is ma de by the Local Government Board for 
the acquisition of land otherwise than by agreement under Part 
Three of the said Act, any such order shall become final and have 
the effect of an Act of Parliament, and the confirmation thereof 
shall be conclusive evidence that the requirements of the said Acts 10 
have been complied with, and that the order has been duly made, 
and is within the powers of the said Acts, and any enactment to 
the contrary shall be and the same is hereby repealed. 

(2) No writ of injunction, or prohibition, or other writ shall, 
under any pretence whatsoever, lie to prevent or restrain or tend to 15 
prevent or restrain the confirmation of such order as aforesaid. 


“ of 9- Where a local authority have adopted Part Three of the 
powers out- Act of 1890 they may, for supplying the needs of their district, 
side district, establish or acquire lodging-houses for the working classes outside 

their district, and they shall have the same powers of borrowing, 20 
in respect of anything done under this section, as such authority 
have in respect of acting in execution of the Housing of the 
Working Classes Acts within their district. 


10.— (1) The local authority, with the consent of the Local 
Government Board, may let on lease, for any period they may 25 
workin think fit, any land acquired by them under and for the purposes 
class houses. ■^ >ar ^ Three of the Act of 1890 to any company, society, or 
association for the purpose of constructing or improving, or of 
facilitating or encouraging the construction or improvement of 
dwellings for the working classes, for the purpose and under the 30 
condition that the lessees shall carry the said Act into execution 
by building and maintaining on the land lodging-houses within the 
meaning of the Act. 

(2) Any lease executed under the powers of this section shall 
contain all necessary provisions for ensuring the user of the land 36 
and buildings for lodging-houses within the meaning of the said 
A-ct, and in particular there shall be inserted provisions binding 
the lessees to build on the land as in the lease prescribed, and 
repair and maintain the buildings, and securing the user of the 
buildings exclusively as lodging-houses within the meaning of 40 
the Act, and prohibiting any addition to or alteration of the 
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character of the buildings without the consent of the local A.D. isos. 

authority, and also a provision for the re-entry of the local 

authority on the land on the breach of any of the terms of the 
lease ; and every deed or instrument of demise shall be endorsed 
o with notice of this subsection. 


(3) Any such lease as aforesaid shall reserve such rent as 
the local authority may determine: Provided that the local 
authority may receive during such period (not exceeding five 
years) as they may determine, such abated rent in lieu of the 
10 rent so reserved as they may think fit. 


Without prejudice to any power conferred in that 
behalf on any local authority by any local Act, a local authority 
may, during such period (not exceeding ten years) as they may 
to “® to ™’ ne ’ abate 01 remit th » whole, or such proportion as they 
15 think fit of all or any rates struck in respect of any premises 
erected after the passing of this Act within the district of the 
authority, for the accommodation of the working classes, provided 
that the plans of and specifications for such premises shall have 
been submitted to and approved of by the authority, and that such 
20 premises shall be and shall continue to be let to and occupied 
by persons of the working classes only, and that the rents at 
which the same shall, from time to time, be let as aforesaid shall 
have been sanctioned by the authority : Provided that if at any 
time any such premises are let to or occupied by other persons 
than such as aforesaid, or at rents not sanctioned as aforesaid, 
then m every such case any rates so remitted or, as the case may 
be, the balance of any rates so abated as aforesaid, shall be and' 
become a charge upon such premises, and, notwithstanding any 
statute of limitations or other enactment to the contrary, may 
30 be recovered from the owner in a court of summary jurisdiction 
as if the same had not been remitted or abated, as the Case may 
be: Provided also, that any question as to whether any such 
premises are at any time let to or occupied by persons of the 
working Classes may be determined by the local authority, and 
36 their determination shall be final and conclusive. 


Remission 
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(2) The expression “owner" in this section shall have the 
same meaning as in the Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1878. 

12.— (1) Where proceedings are taken by the local authority Amendment 
under section thirty-two of Hie Act of 1890 for the purpose of of law as to 
causing, a dwelling-house to be closed, the court may order such 
we mg- ouse to be demolished within such period as the court orders. 
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may fix, unless, within such period as may be prescribed in the 
order, such dwelling-house he rendered fit, to the satisfaction of 
the local authority, for human habitation ; and where such demo- 
lition order has been made the same shall be carried into effect 
in manner provided by section thirty-four of the said Act : 5 
Provided that where proceedings are taken against the occupier, 
notice of such proceedings shall be served on the owner. 

(2) Section thirty-three of the said Act shall be repealed so 
far as it is inconsistent with this section. 

(3) The expression “ owner ” in this section shall have the 10 
same meaning as in the Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1878. 

13. Section nine of the Act of 1903 shall extend to Ireland. 

14. Section seven of the Act of 1900, with the exception 
of the proviso at the end thereof, shall extend to Ireland. 

15. Section seventj -two of the Lands Clauses Consolidation 15 
Act, 1845, as amended by the Second Schedule to the Act of 1890, 
shall have effect as if “ one hundred pounds ” were substituted 
therein for “twenty pounds.” 

16. This Act may be cited as the Housing of the Working 

Classes (Ireland) Act, 1908, and shall be read as one with the 20 
Housing of the Working Classes Act, 1890 ; the Housing of the 
Working Classes Act, 1893; and the Housing of the Working 
Classes (Ireland) Act, 1896 ; which Acts, together with this Act, 
are in this Act referred to as the Housing of the Working Classes 
Acts. 25 

17. “ The Act of 1890” means the Housing of the Working 
Classes Act, 1890. 

“The Act of 1900” means the Housing of the Working 
Classes Act, 1900. 

“ The Act of 1903” means the Housing of the Working 30 
Classes Act, 1903. 

18. This Act shall come into operation on the passing 
thereof. 

19. This Act shall extend to Ireland only. 
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